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ABOUT THE PROGRAM

If you attended KGS 2019, use this powerpoint to share your experience with your ALA Unit, friends, family, and school! If you're 
new to the program, check it out to get a feel for the program!
 
Keystone Girls State is a non-partisan Government and Civics program designed to teach the importance of responsible citizenship
and to empower young women to make a change in their community. Over the course of the week, KGS citizens will be asked to stray out of their
comfort zone and truly challenge themselves to work as a team for the betterment of their city, county, and state.
 
KGS citizens who are rising senior in high school will spend the week intensively working together to self-govern the state of
"Keystone," meant to model current Pennsylvania's local, county, and state government. Citizens will have the opportunity to campaign and run
for office, draft and present legislation in the KGS House of Representatives and Senate, and to be actively involved in the Judiciary System as
modeled by the state of Pennsylvania.
 
At the end of the week, two KGS citizens will be nominated to attend Girls Nation. Girls Nation "senators" will convene in Washington D.C. to
campaign and run for "national" offices, draft and pass legislation in "Congress," and could possibly meet their State Representatives, Senators,
and the President of the United States.
 
In all, KGS is a challenging but rewarding experience. At the end of the week, we ask that all of our citizens return to their communities with
what they learned and be a force of good in their hometown. Because of this, our motto is, "Using our Powers for Good." Each of our citizens has
the power to make change in their community; we ask that you be that force for good.

ABOUT THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY

“In the spirit of Service, Not Self, the mission of the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American
Legion and to honor the sacri�ce of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans, military, and

their families, both at home and abroad.”
 
    Founded in 1919, The American Legion Auxiliary is currently the largest women’s patriotic organization. Our units support the American
Legion and serve their communities in a variety of ways. Chapters of the Auxiliary, or ALA, can be found in nearly 9,000 communities nationwide!
 
As a member, you will assist the ALA in:

Supporting & advocating for veterans, active military, and their families
Supporting the initiatives and programs of the American Legion
Fostering both patriotism and responsible citizenship
Awarding scholarships & promoting quality education and literacy
Providing educational and leadership opportunities that uphold the ideas of freedom and democracy & encouraging good citizenship and
patriotism in government
Increasing our capacity to uphold our Mission by providing meaningful volunteer opportunities in our communities
Empowering our membership to achieve personal fulfillment through Service, not Self

L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T  U S

MEET OUR STAFF

Want to learn about all of the

amazing volunteers making this

program possible? Then click

below!

Learn More

FAQ

Click below to see Frequently

Asked Questions about our

program.

Learn More

2017 SERVICE PROJECT

Keystone Girls State is partnering

with Operation Homefront to

help veterans' families. Click

below to see how you can help.

Learn More
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PENNSYLVANIA GOVERNMENT
On this page, you will find educational resources about
Pennsylvania's system of government. Girls State is a model,
not a replica, of PA state government, so these resources
are supplementary to your KGS experience.

THE JUDICIAL BRANCH
The Judicial Branch of Pennsylvania is the system of courts that interprets and applies the law to court cases within the state.  Its purpose is to
resolve disputes within the state regarding the constitutionality of the law, small claims, and other conflicts between cities or citizens.  Each
level of the judicial system is meant to check the powers of the legislative branch and resolve disputes. However, the Pennsylvania judicial
system is unique in its organization of courts.  The following diagram depicts the Pennsylvania Court System:
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Minor Courts
In Pennsylvania, the minor courts are separated into two categories: Municipal Courts and Magisterial District Courts. Generally, the Municipal
Courts operate within a large city and hear violations of city ordinances and traffic offenses. In Pennsylvania, the two largest cities have
Municipal Courts; Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. However, Philadelphia divides the typical jurisdiction of a Municipal Court, traffic offenses are
heard in Traffic Court. Magisterial District Courts serve the same purpose as Municipal Courts, but in a smaller area. They have jurisdiction
throughout the county and hear small claims and traffic violations. They also decide if a criminal or civil case is serious enough to be processed
in the Court of Common Pleas. 
 
     Common Pleas Courts 
The Courts of Common Pleas are the general trial courts of Pennsylvania. They process major civil and criminal cases within their jurisdiction.
Generally, the jurisdiction of a Common Pleas Court is confined within geographic boundaries, but some courts are comprised of more than one
county. They also process appeals from minor courts and any cases involving families and children.
 
     Commonwealth Court
The Commonwealth Court is one of two statewide intermediate appellate courts and is unique to Pennsylvania. The Commonwealth Court is
primarily responsible for matters involving state and local governments and regulatory agencies, but can also act as a trial court when the state
of Pennsylvania or a city therein are involved. Commonwealth Court cases are heard by three judges, with location shifting between
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and Harrisburg. In rare occurrences, the Court can be held in a different city, or a single judge may hear a trial. The
court may also process appeals from decisions made by state agencies and the Courts of Common Pleas.
 
     Superior Court
The Superior Court is one of Pennsylvania's two statewide intermediate appellate courts.  The Superior Court is often the final arbiter of legal
disputes. The Supreme Court may grant a petition to review a decision of the Superior Court, but most petitions are denied, and the ruling of the
Superior Court stands. Cases are usually heard by panels of three judges sitting in Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and Harrisburg. The Superior Court
often travels to locations throughout Pennsylvania to hear cases.
 
     Supreme Court
The Supreme Court is the highest court in the Commonwealth and the oldest appellate court in the nation. The Supreme Court’s administrative
power and jurisdictional responsibilities are vested to the seven-member court by the Pennsylvania State Constitution and a collection of
statutes known as the Judicial Code. The Term is divided between "sittings," when the Justices hear cases and deliver opinions, the intervening
"recesses," when they consider the business before the Court and write opinions.  With rare exceptions, each side is allowed a 30-minute
argument. Since the majority of cases involve the review of a decision by some other court, there is no jury, and no witnesses are heard.
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SERVICE PROJECT 2020: Lebanon Valley VA Hospital

Our guest speaker will be the American Legion Auxiliary Hospital Representative from the Lebanon VA, Tracie Seiders. She will be sharing her
experience working with veterans in need and how it has affected her life. 
 
The veterans at the Lebanon VA receive comfort items at any given time that is needed.  There are 160 beds in the hospital where veterans live full
or part time.  There is also a domicile which will house up to 57 homeless or addicted veterans. 
The blankets will be given to the veterans using the infusion floor, homeless or veterans in need. There are over 50,000 veteran that use the
Lebanon VA Facilities. 
 
 We will aid her efforts by collecting the following items for the Lebanon VA Center.
 

Personal Care items
Body Wash (NO BAR SOAP)
Deodorant
Powder
Toothpaste
Toothbrush
Mouthwash (ALCOHOL FREE ONLY)
Razor Blades (3 BLADED RAZORS ONLY)

 
Underwear and T-shirts sizes Medium to 3XL (WHITE ONLY)
 
Blankets (any size)

Thank you in advance for your donations; see you at KGS 2020!

Lebanon Valley VA Hospital
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